


thereon in quantities as follows:

To each head of a family, one-quarter of a section;

To each single person over eighteen years of age,_p;ie—eighth '
of a section; ~ ‘

.. To each orphan child under cighteen years of age, one-eighth
" of a section; '

“ SBC. 6. That upon the completion of said allotments and the
patenting of the lands to said allottees, each and every
member of the respective bands or tribes of Indians to whom
allotments have been made shall have the bepefit of and be

§  subject to the laws, both civil and criminal, of the State or

§  Territory in which they may reside; . .

Summary: ' : o : .
. Federal Indian policy during the period from 1870 to |
. 1900 marked a departure from carlier policics that were |l 1
dominated by removal, treaties, reservations, and even war.
The new policy focused specifically on breaking up
reservations by granting land allotments to individual Native
Americans. Very sincere individuals reasoned that if a person
adopted white clothing and ways, and was responsible for his
own farm, he would gradually-drop his Indian-ness and be
assimilated into the population. It would then no longerbe
necessary for the government to oversee Indian welfare in the
paternalistic way it had been obligated to do, or provide

- R - Questions:
meager annuities that seemed to keep the Indian in a S
subservient and poverty-stricken position.

However, many instances the results were very
different. The land given to the Indians included desert ot
near-desert lands unsuitable for farming. In addition, the
techniques of self-sufficient farming were much different
from their tribal way of life. Many Indiang did not want to
take up agriculture, and those who did want to farm could not

- afford the tools, animals, seed, and other supplies necessary
‘o get started. There were also problems with inheritance.
Often young children irtherited allotments that they could not
- farm because they had been sent away to, boarding schools.
Multiple heirs also caused a problem; when several people
inherited an allotment, the size of the holdings became too
small for efficient farming. :
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Massacre

By August of 1890, the U.S. government was afraid that the
 Ghost Dance was actually a war dance and, in time, the dancers
would turn to rioting. By November, the War Department sent troops
to occupy the Lakota camps at Pine Ridge and Rosebud, convinced
that the dancers were preparing to do battle against the government.

_ Sioux Chief Sitting Bull, returned from Canada with a
- promise of a pardon following the Baitle at Little Bighorn and was
an supporter of the Ghost Dance. -

~ Reservation agents began to fear that Sitting Bull’s influence over
other tribes would lead to violence. By December reservation official
grew increasingly alarmed by the Ghost Dance outbreak, and the
military was called upon to locate and arrest those who were
considered agitators, such as the Sioux Chiefs, Sitting Bull and Big
Foot. -

On Decetniber 15, 1890, Sitting Bull and eight of his warriors were -
arrested by agency police sent to arrest him at the Standing Rock
reservation. Sitting Bull was shot during the arrest. The official
reason given for the shooting claimed that he had resisted arrest.
Fearing further punishment, some of his followers fled in terror to
Big Foot’s camp of Miniconjou Sioux. '

Under cover of the night on December 23, a band of 350 people left
the Miniconjou village on the Cheyenne River to begin a treacherous
150-mile, week-long trek through the Badlands to reach the Pine
Ridge Agency. Although Chief Big Foot was aged and seriously ill
with pneumonia, his group traversed the rugged, frozen terrain of the
Badlands in order to reach the protection of Chief Red Cloud who
had promised them food, shelter, and horses. |

On December 28, the group was sutrounded by Major Samuel M.
Whitside and the Seventh Calvary (the old regiment of General
George Custer). Big Foots band hoisted a white flag, but the army

apprehended the Indians, forcing them to the bank of Wounded Knee

Creek.

The soldiers ordered that the Indians be stripped of their weapous,
and this further agitated an increasingly tense and serious situation.
At some point, a gun discharged (possibly a deaf Native American,

Black Coyote). At the sound the Soldiers reacted by shootir}g the
Indians with small arms, as well as the Hotchkiss canons which

overlooked the scene.

With only fheir bare hands to fight back, the Indians tried to defen:
themselves, but the incident deteriorated further into bloody chaos

- and the 350 unarmed Indians were outmatched and outnumbered t
the nearly 500 U.S. soldiers.




Bighorn '

_ Late 1875, Sioux and Cheyenne Indians defiantly lett their
~ reservations, outraged over the continued infrusions of whites into
 their sacred lands in the Black Hills. They gathered in Montana with
the great warrior Sitting Bull to fight for their lands. The following
spnng, two victories over the US Cavalry emboldened them to fight on
in the summer of 1876.

To force the large Indian army back to the reservations, the
Army dispatched three columns to attack in coordinated fashion, one
of which contained L. Colonel George Custer and the Seventh
Cavalry. Spotting the Sioux village about fifteen miles away along the
Rosebud River on June 25, Custer also found a nearby group of about
forty warriors. Ignoring orders to wait, he decided to attack before they
- could alert the main party. He did not realize that the number of
warriors in the village numbered three times his strength.

Dividing his forces in three, Custer sent troops under Captain
Frederick Benteen to prevent their escape through the upper valley of
the Little Bighorn River, Major Marcus Reno was to pursue the group,
cross the river, and charge the Indian village in a coordinated effort
with the remaining troops under his command. '

Reno's squadron of 175 soldiers attacked the southern end. Quickly
finding themselves in a desperate battle with little hope of any relief,
Reno halted his charging men before they could be trapped, fought for
ten minutes in dismounted formation, and then withdrew into the
timber and brush along the river.

Meanwhile, another force, largely Oglala Sioux under Crazy
Horse's command, swiftly moved downstream and then doubled back
in a sweeping arc, enveloping Custer and his men in a pincer move.
‘. They began pouring in gunfire and arrows. :

As the Indians closed in, Custer ordered his men to shoot their
horses and stack the carcasses to form a wall, but they provided little
protection against bullets. In less than an hour, Custer and his men
were killed in the worst American military disaster ever.

: ~ Littlg Bighorn was the pinnacle of the Indians' power. They
" had achieved their greatest victory yet, but soon their tenuous union ;
~ fell apart in the face of the white onslaught. Outraged over the death of |
- a popular Civil War hero on the eve of the Centennial, the nation |
demanded and received harsh retribution. The Black Hills dispute was . 4
quickly settled by redrawing the boundary lines, placing the Black
- Hills cutside the reservation and open to white settlement. Within a |
year, the Sioux nation was defeated and broken. "Custer's Last Stand"
'was thelr last stand as well.
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Ghost Dance Religion |

By the late 1880s, many Indian tribes, desperate and facing
poverty, hunger and disease, sought a means of salvation to bring their
traditional culture back to life. The evolution of a new religion, the
Ghost Dance, was a reaction to the Indians being forced to submit to
government authority and reservation life. In early 1889, a Paiute
shaman, Wovoka, had a vision during an eclipse of the sun in which he
saw the second coming of Christ a.nd received a warning about the
evils of the wh1te man.

Knowledge of the vision spread quickly through the Indian
camps across the country. Word began to circulate among the people
on the reservations that a great new Indian Messiah had come to
liberate them, and investigative parties were sent out to discover the
nature of these claims. They believed him to be the incarnation of
Jesus, returned to save the Indian nations from the scourge of white
people. Delegations were sent to visit Wovoka in western Nevada and
returned to their camps disciples, preaching a new religion that
promised renewal and revitalization of the Indian nations.

- According to Wovoka, converts of the new religion were
supposed to take part in the Ghost Dance to hasten the arrival of the
new era as promised by the messiah. Although the Bureau of Indian
Affairs banned the Ghost Dance (as they did all other Indians spiritual
rituals), the Lakotas adopted it and began composing sacred songs of
hope: -

The Ghost Dance religion promised an apocalypse in the
coming years during which time the earth would be destroyed, only to
be recreated with the Indians as the inheritors of the new earth.
According to the prophecy, the recent times of suffering for Indians
had been brought about by. their sins, but now they had withstood
enough under the whites. With the earth destroyed, white people
would be obliterated, buried under the new soil of the spring that
would cover the land and restore the prairie. The buffalo and antelope
would return, and deceased ancestors would rise to once again roam
the earth, now free of violence, starvation, and disease. The natural
world would be restored, and the land once again would be free and
open to the Indian peoples, without the borders and boundaries of the

- white man. Hearing rumors of the prophecy and fearing that it was a

portent of renewed violence, white homesteaders panicked and the

y _government responded.

The government agen; at Standing Rock, James McLaughlin,

“described the Ghost Dance as an "absurd craze" -- "demoralizing,
-indecent, disgusting." Reservation agents described the Indians as

"wild and crazy," and believed that their actions wartanted mllltary
protection for white settlers.







Chief Joseph & th
| Nez Perxce

The man who became a national celebrity with the name
"Chief Joseph” was born in the Wallowa Valley in what is now -
northeastern Oregon in 1840. He was given the name Hin-mah-
too-yah-lat-kekt, or Thunder Rolling Down the Mountain, but
was widely known as Joseph, or Joseph the Younger, because
his father had taken the Christian name Joseph when he was
baptized at the Lapwal mission by Henry Spalding in 1838,

Joseph the Elder was one of the first Nez Percé converts
to Christianity and an active supporter of the tribe's
longstanding peace with whites. In 1855 he even helped
Washington's territorial governor set up a Nez Percé reservation
that stretched from Oregon into Idaho. But in 1863, following a
gold rush into Nez Percé territory, the federal government took
back almost six million acres of this land, restricting the Nez
Perce to a reservation in Idaho that was only one tenth its prior
size. Feeling himself betrayed, Joseph the Elder denounced the
United States, destroyed his American flag and his Bibie, and
refused to move his band from the Wallowa Valley or sign the
treaty that would make the new reservation boundaries official.

When his father died in 1871, Joseph staunchly resisted
afl efforts to force his band onto the small Idaho reservation,

and in 1873 a federal order to remove white settlers and let his

people remain, in the Wallowa Valley made it appear that he
might be successful. But the federal government soon reversed
itself, and in 1877 General Oliver Otis Howard threatened a
cavalry attack to force Joseph's band and other hold-outs onto
the reservation. Believing military resistance futile, Joseph
reluctantly led his people toward Idaho.

Unfortunately, they never got there. About twenty
young Nez Percé warriors, enraged at the loss of their
homeland, staged a raid on nearby settlements and killed
several whites. Immediately, the army began to pursue
Joseph's band and the others who had not moved onto the
reservation. Although he had -opposed war, Joseph cast his lot

with the war leaders.

_ What followed was one of the most brilliant military
retreats in American history: Even the unsympathetic General
William Tecurmseh Sherman could not help but be impressed
with the 1,400 mile march, stating that "the Indians throughout
displayed a courage and skill that elicited universal praise...
[they] fought with almost scientific skill, using advance and
rear guards, skirmish lines, and field fortifications." In over
three months, the band of about 700, fewer than 200 of whom
were warriors, fought 2,000 U.S. soldiers and Indian auxiliaries
in four major battles and numerous skirmishes. !

By the time he formally surrendered on October 5,
1877, Joseph was widely referred to in the American press as
"the Red Napoleon.” :
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