US History Sight List
2016-2017
Gilded Age
1. Reservation:  land set aside for use by Native Americans once they were removed from their land by the US government 

2. Assimilation:  taking on the traits of the dominant culture (i.e. Native Americans into white culture or immigrants into American culture)
3. Dawes Act: 1887 law that encouraged Native Americans to become farmers; effectively eliminated Indian tribal life
4. Wounded Knee: a period of spiritual revival alarmed settlers; US army feared another uprising; 146 men, women, and children slaughtered
5. Homestead Act: an effort to settle the West; 160 acres of land was given to those who would farm it for five years
6. Jim Crow: segregation laws in the South; meant to keep blacks and whites separate
7. Plessy v. Ferguson: Supreme Court case that established the doctrine of “separate but equal”
8. Social Darwinism: Darwin’s theory of evolution applied to society; those who are best suited to succeed will do so
9. Capitalism: economic system based on private ownership; emphasizes competition and the pursuit of a profit
10. Socialism: economic system based on collective (government) ownership of land and property; government then equally distributes resources; goal is to create a classless society
11. Corporation: a business which is owned by shareholders
12. Vertical integration: gaining control of two or more steps necessary in converting raw materials into finished products
13. Horizontal growth: gaining control of all or nearly all of a particular industry (monopoly) 
14. Bessemer process: process by which Andrew Carnegie made steel cheaper and stronger; allowed for massive industrial growth in the US
15. Trusts: when corporations combine to eliminate competition and raise prices
16. Sweatshops: places in which workers are paid very little and forced to work long hours in terrible conditions
17. Ellis Island: in New York; entry point for many European immigrants after 1892
18. Tenements: apartment buildings for poor tenants; often very crowded and very dirty
19. Knights of Labor: more radical labor union of the era; accepted everyone; sought to gain influence and power through size
20. American Federation of Labor: more conservative labor union of the era; generally accepted only skilled white men; preferred collective bargaining
21. Populist Party: political party seeking to return power to the hands of the people; formed by farmers and industrial workers
Progressivism
22. Progressives: forward-thinking people working to improve American life; never a single group with a single goal
23. Muckraker: enterprising journalists seeking to expose negative sides of society in an effort to reform them
24. Sherman Anti-trust Act: 1890 law that outlawed trusts and monopolies; sought to maintain competition and a balanced marketplace; used primarily against labor unions until 1901
25. Pure Food and Drug Act: required ingredients to be listed on all food and medicine packages; accomplished the progressive goal of protecting public safety
26. NAACP: founded in 1909; sought to achieve equality for African Americans; primarily used legal means to accomplish their goals
27. 1912 Election: 3-way election between Taft (Republican), Wilson (Democrat), and TR (Progressive); TR and Taft split the Republican vote, allowing Wilson to win
28. Amendment XVIII (18th): made the manufacture and sale of alcohol illegal in the United States; later repealed by the 21st Amendment
29. Amendment XIX (19th): gave women the right to vote
Imperialism
30. Imperialism: era which saw the US and other countries work to expand their influence around the world; often marked by attempts to acquire lands beyond one’s own boundaries
31. Panama Canal: marvel of modern engineering; US-owned, man-made waterway that links the Atlantic and Pacific oceans; US acquired canal zone by initiating Panamanian revolution; ownership of canal zone transferred from US to Panama on December 31, 1999
World War I
32. Franz Ferdinand: archduke of Austria-Hungary who was assassinated by a Serbian terrorist group; the event that sparked WWI
33. Lusitania: 1915; British passenger ship sunk by a German U-boat; 128 Americans died as well; worked to create an anti-German sentiment in the US
34. Zimmerman telegram: intercepted telegram that seemed to indicate a German-Mexican alliance; added to a growing anti-German sentiment
35. Selective Service: drafted men between 21-30 into military service for the war effort
36. Liberty Bonds: voluntary way for the US to raise funds for the war; bond holders would be paid back after the war with interest
37. Fourteen Points: Wilson’s plan to maintain world peace following WWI; most points were ignored by European leaders during negotiations for the Treaty of Versailles
38. League of Nations: international organization created after WWI in an attempt to avoid future wars; undermined by the absence of the United States; proved weak in practice
1920s
39. Flappers: women in the 1920s who defied social expectations; characterized by their short hair, short dresses, long beads, and desire to have fun
40. Speakeasies: illegal taverns and bars during Prohibition; exemplified the defiance of the 18th Amendment
41. Harlem Renaissance: a period of African American cultural resurgence centered in New York City
42. Bull market: a period of rising stock prices
43. Scopes Monkey Trial: teacher put on trial for the crime of teaching the theory of evolution in schools; marked the ongoing battle between the old and the new in the 1920s
Great Depression/New Deal
44. Stock Market Crash: October, 1929; panic on Wall Street cause stocks to plummet; seen as the spark for the Great Depression (but not the cause of it)
45. Hoovervilles: shanty towns populated with the homeless and jobless; named for President Hoover, whom many blamed for the economic crisis
46. Dust Bowl: a period of extreme drought throughout the Great Plains; strong winds swept across the plains, resulting in severe dust storms (“Black Blizzards”)
47. New Deal: Franklin Roosevelt’s plan to get the country out of the Great Depression; made up of dozens of laws; greatly expanded the role of government in economy
48. Recovery, Relief, and Reform: the three goals of the New Deal: to aid in the recovery of the US economy, to provide relief to those most suffering, and to reform our basic economic structures so this crisis would not be repeated
49. Works Progress Administration (WPA): New Deal program designed to put people back to work; public works projects – roads, buildings, etc; also provided funds for artists and musicians
50. Fireside chats: radio addresses by FDR designed to communicate his policies to the American people and ask for their support; worked to create a bond between the president and the people
51. Huey Long: Louisiana governor and later senator in 1930s; outspoken critic of the New Deal; argued for equal distribution of wealth designed to close the gap between rich and poor
World War II
52. Appeasement: giving someone what they want just to shut them up; only makes the aggressor more aggressive; practiced by Britain at the Munich Conference (Sudetenland)
53. Cash-and-carry: 1937; an attempt by FDR to supply Britain; participants in the plan would need to pay cash and pick items up themselves; designed to be very low risk for the US
54. Lend-Lease Act: program of lending aid to GB and her allies when they ran out of cash; further movement away from isolationism
55. December 7, 1941: date on which the Japanese bombed the US naval base in Hawaii; led to US entry into the war
56. War bonds: effort by the government to raise money voluntarily for the war; when bonds would mature years later, the federal government would repay bonds with interest
57. Rationing: reducing goods and services in a time of war; necessary to guarantee adequate resources to enable troops to be successful
58. Executive Order 9066: controversial presidential order that forced all West Coast Japanese Americans into internment camp for the duration of the war
59. Operation Overlord: code name for the D-Day invasion of Nazi-controlled France on June 6, 1944
60. Island hopping: US strategy for the Pacific War; consisted of invading some Japanese-controlled islands while skipping others; many captured islands served as air bases for the bombing of mainland Japan
1945-early 1970s (Cold War – US vs. communism)
61. Cold War: a period of intense rivalry between the US and USSR following WWII; no actual wars between the two countries, though the there was a constant fear of nuclear war
62. Containment policy: the effort of the US to prevent the spread of communism by invasion or internal subversion; examples include the Marshall Plan and the Korean War
63. Marshall Plan: plan announced in 1947 by Secretary of State George Marshall; provided some $13 billion to aid in the reconstruction of Europe after WWII
64. Berlin Airlift: due to the Soviet blockade of W. Berlin in 1948; effort by the US to keep W. Berlin supplied
65. NATO: North Atlantic Treaty Organization; alliance of Western Europe, the US, and Canada intended to defend against any possible Soviet aggression
66. Bay of Pigs: US-backed invasion of Cuba by Cuban exiles meant to stir a revolution against Fidel Castro; failed miserably
67. Berlin Wall: 1961; built by the Soviets in an effort to keep citizens of East Berlin from defecting into West Berlin; became a symbol of the divisions of the Cold War
68. Cuban Missile Crisis: international crisis between the US and USSR; began when Soviet missiles were found in Cuba; two week standoff; closest the two countries came to nuclear war
69. Gulf of Tonkin Resolution: congressional authorization for President Johnson to take military action in Vietnam
70. Tet Offensive: January 1968; surprise offensive by the Vietcong and NVA during the Vietnamese lunar new year (Tet); created a sense of mistrust of the government in the US
1945-early 1970s (Cold War America)
71. Baby boom: period of time after WWII (1946-1964) that saw a dramatic rise in birth rates; had a tremendous economic, social, and political effect on the US for decades to come
72. GI Bill: law that provided returning WWII soldiers with access to a college education, as well as low interest loans to buy houses and/or start businesses
73. Iron Curtain: term coined by Winston Churchill to illustrate the stark difference between the communist and Allied parts of Europe; a metaphor, not an actual structure
74. Levittown: William Levitt created neighborhoods of inexpensive, single family houses outside major cities in the 1950s; example of the rise of suburbs in postwar America
75. HUAC: House Un-American Activities Committee; tasked with investigating possible subversives (communists) in the US; famously charged with Hollywood Ten with communist acts
76. Dixicrats: group of conservative Southern Democrats who broke with their party to form the States’ Rights Party for the 1948 election; good example of resistance to growing calls for civil rights measures
77. Brown v. Board of Education: Supreme Court case in 1954 that ended the “separate but equal” doctrine; officially desegregated schools in the US
78. Martin Luther King, Jr.:  charismatic civil rights leader; argued for nonviolent approach (civil disobedience); assassinated in 1968
79. Freedom Riders: group of young civil rights protesters who aimed to ride from Washington, DC to New Orleans in 1961 to test Supreme Court ruling outlawing segregation in bus terminals; attacked and beaten in Alabama
80. Great Society: President Johnson’s platform of social welfare programs; aimed at helping the nation’s poor; examples include Medicare, Medicaid, and HUD
81. Immigration Act of 1965: ended restrictions on immigration based on country of origin; resulted in increased immigration from Latin America and Asia
82. Silent Majority: term used by Richard Nixon during his 1968 presidential campaign to refer to those Americans tired of protests and civil unrest and wished for more law and order
Convulsive America (1968-1992)
83. Détente: policy initiated by President Nixon designed to diminish Cold War tensions between the US and USSR; traveled to China and USSR; signed Strategic Arms Limitations Treaty (SALT)
84. Environmental Protection Agency: created by President Nixon; designed to research, monitor, set, and enforce standards of air and water quality, as well as air and noise pollution
85. Watergate: scandal surrounding the cover-up of the break-in of the Democratic Headquarters by members of Nixon’s reelection committee; resulted in Nixon’s resignation in 1974
86. Camp David Accords: peace treaty mediated by President Carter between Egypt and Israel; major step forward in the Middle East peace process
87. Iran Hostage Crisis: conservative revolution in Iran led to the taking of American hostages in 1979; hostages held for 444 days; President Carter’s failure at ending the crisis contributed to him losing the 1980 election
88. Conservative Revolution: late 1970s-early 1980s; conservative (often Republican) politicians elected who argued for a more limited role of government, as well as a strong military
89. Moral Majority: political organization that promoted evangelical Christian values
90. Supply side economics:  economic theory which argues for lower taxes on individuals and corporations as a way of promoting economic growth; also favored cutting regulations on businesses
91. Immigration Reform and Control Act (1986): law that made it illegal to knowingly hire illegal immigrants; also granted amnesty to those illegal immigrants who came to the US before 1982
92. Iran-Contra Affair: scandal in which Regan administration officials funneled money gained through arms sales to Nicaragua in an effort to aid in the overthrow of the Marxist government there; Congress had previously outlawed any aid to Nicaragua
Contemporary America (1992-present)
93. Persian Gulf War: in response to the Iraqi invasion of neighboring Kuwait, the US led a coalition of international forces to force them out
94. Contract with America: document of ten conservative policy proposals used by Republicans in their successful attempt to take control of both houses of Congress in the 1994 midterm elections
95. Internet:  system of interconnected computer networks that allows users to share information across the globe
96: USA Patriot Act: post-9/11 law with the goal of preventing any further terrorist attacks against the US; dramatically expanded the government’s ability to monitor telephone and e-mail communication, as well as medical, financial, and other records
97. Operation Enduring Freedom: response to the 9/11 attacks in which the US attacked the al Qaeda-supporting Taliban government of Afghanistan
98. War in Iraq (2003): effort by the United States to overthrow Saddam Hussein as leader of Iraq; undertaken due to fear of attack from Iraq and its allies; intelligence used to arrive at that conclusion was later proven faulty
99. Great Recession: economic collapse in 2008; largely blamed on bad home loans by banks; home values across the country plummeted; unemployment rates rose
100. Tea Party: conservative populist movement seeking lower taxes, a reduction in government spending, and an emphasis on traditional values
Basic Terms
A. Democracy: system of government in which citizens have a say in government affairs; the US practices a representative democracy, in which we elect leaders to pass laws
B. Executive Branch: part of the government charged with enforcing and defending laws; the president is the head of the executive branch
C. Legislative Branch: part of the government charged with passing laws and declaring war; made up of House of Representatives and the Senate
D. Judicial Branch: part of the government charged with interpreting laws; practices judicial review, which determines the constitutionality of certain laws
E. Conservative: political and social philosophy that promotes traditional institutions; seeks to keep things they way they are (maintain the status quo); usually favors limited government
F. Liberal: political and social philosophy that promotes equality and progressivism; seeks to move forward as a society; usually favors expanded government
G. Domestic Policy: decisions, laws, or goals pertaining to one’s own country
H. Foreign Policy: decisions or goals pertaining to our relationship with other countries
I. Culture: the behaviors or beliefs characteristic of a particular social, ethnic, or age group

J. Society: a body of people living together as a community
